*AN     IRREPRESSIBLE     CONFLICT*

The first two of these routes would be of
advantage to the North, and in particular, so far
as the slavery* question was concerned, they
would link with the North the free state of Cali-
fornia and future free state of Oregon. The
great obstacle to the construction of a railway
on either of these two routes was that a large
tract of Indian country lay between, which so
far had not been organised under Territorial
Governments. The southern route had many
advantages, and appealed especially to the
Southern states. It was the shortest route to the
coast; it lay through states and Territories which
were already organised, and the country to be
traversed was more suitable for railway construc-
tion than the country in the North. It made
available to the South an opportunity for
development which might compensate it in some
measure for what it had lost in the Compromise
of 1850.

The first move towards getting Congress to
adopt the southern route was taken on the
initiative of Jefferson Davis, Secretary of War
under the administration of President Franklin
Pierce, a Democrat, who had taken office in
1853. Jefferson Davis later became President of
the states which seceded from the Union, and it
is interesting to find him at this stage involved
in an event which later influenced his own
career. He saw that the railway on the southern
route would have to pass through some part of
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